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Prior to transporting inpatients that are using portable oxygen, transportation personnel must check the portable oxygen cylinder liter setting and PSI gauge to ensure that there is enough oxygen for the patient’s use during transport.  If there is not enough oxygen left in the oxygen tank to safely transport the patient, the transporter is responsible for changing the oxygen tank to one containing an appropriate amount of oxygen and resetting the liter flow on the new oxygen tank.  Inpatients who are receiving oxygen from a portable oxygen tank via a nasal cannula must have a minimum of 1,000 PSI of oxygen in their portable oxygen tank at the start of their transport.  Inpatients who are receiving oxygen from a portable oxygen tank via an oxygen facemask or other device must have a full oxygen tank, 2000 PSI, at the start of their transport. 

This information must be documented in the space provided on the patient destination ticket section of the patient transport summary.  Transportation department personnel must document the oxygen liter setting, oxygen PSI level,  time, and their initials in the proper spaces provided at the beginning of the transport .  Transporters must recheck the oxygen PSI level at the completion of the patient’s transport.  The Transporter must notify nursing unit or ancillary personnel of the patient’s arrival and that the patient is receiving oxygen via a portable oxygen tank.  They must also inform the nursing unit or ancillary personnel the liter flow, and the amount of oxygen remaining in the portable oxygen tank before leaving the patient.  

Reviewed by Robert Perret:  08/15/2007

